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Equestrian AccessEquestrian Access



The British Horse SocietyThe British Horse Society

72,000 members. 72,000 members. 
430 BHS430 BHS--affiliated Riding Clubs and 20 affiliated Riding Clubs and 20 
Riding Club centres with approximately Riding Club centres with approximately 
36,000 members. 36,000 members. 
149 BHS149 BHS--Affiliated Bridleway Groups and Affiliated Bridleway Groups and 
199 volunteer Bridleways Officers.199 volunteer Bridleways Officers.
995 BHS995 BHS--approved riding centres in the approved riding centres in the 
UK, Ireland and worldwide (in 2009 there UK, Ireland and worldwide (in 2009 there 
were 717 such establishments)were 717 such establishments)



The British Horse SocietyThe British Horse Society

2,658 registered BHS2,658 registered BHS--approved approved 
instructors.instructors.
In 2010, 6,500 candidates sat BHS In 2010, 6,500 candidates sat BHS 
examinations. examinations. 
Approximately 4,000 people took the Approximately 4,000 people took the 
Riding and Road Safety Test.Riding and Road Safety Test.
BHS Welfare Officers responded to more BHS Welfare Officers responded to more 
than 1000 reported welfare issues in 2010than 1000 reported welfare issues in 2010



The British Horse SocietyThe British Horse Society

A membership charityA membership charity
Charitable objects include: To promote Charitable objects include: To promote 
and secure the provision, protection and and secure the provision, protection and 
preservation of rights of way and of preservation of rights of way and of 
access for ridden and driven horses over access for ridden and driven horses over 
public roads, highways, footpaths, public roads, highways, footpaths, 
bridleways, carriageways, public paths and bridleways, carriageways, public paths and 
other land.other land.



Why does equestrian access  Why does equestrian access  
matter?matter?

4.3 million people in 4.3 million people in BritiainBritiain have ridden in the previous have ridden in the previous 
12 months (7% of the population)12 months (7% of the population)
The equestrian sector is the largest sporting employer in The equestrian sector is the largest sporting employer in 
the UK: 270,000 direct and indirect jobs.the UK: 270,000 direct and indirect jobs.

Horse owners, carers and riders in Britain spend more Horse owners, carers and riders in Britain spend more 
than than ££7 billion per year in gross output terms 7 billion per year in gross output terms 
££100 million per year contribution to Kent100 million per year contribution to Kent’’s economys economy
in 2005in 2005



Value of Horse Industry to Value of Horse Industry to 
HertfordshireHertfordshire

14,211 horses in Hertfordshire14,211 horses in Hertfordshire
Annual contribution to the Hertfordshire Annual contribution to the Hertfordshire 
economy economy ££42,633,00042,633,000



Who rides?Who rides?

4.2 million people4.2 million people

65 percent of equestrian participants are from 65 percent of equestrian participants are from 
sociosocio--economic groups C, D and Eeconomic groups C, D and E

75 percent of horse riders are female75 percent of horse riders are female

31 percent of horse riders are aged under 16, 18 31 percent of horse riders are aged under 16, 18 
percent are aged 16 to 24percent are aged 16 to 24



Where can they ride?Where can they ride?

Only 29%Only 29% of the 3,100 kilometres of of the 3,100 kilometres of 
Public Rights of Way in Hertfordshire carry Public Rights of Way in Hertfordshire carry 
rights for horse riders.rights for horse riders.
OnlyOnly 9% of Public Rights of Way in 9% of Public Rights of Way in 
England are available to carriage driversEngland are available to carriage drivers
Most of these paths do not link to form an Most of these paths do not link to form an 
offoff--road circuit. road circuit. 



Access for WalkersAccess for Walkers

Access to 100% of the public rights of way Access to 100% of the public rights of way 
networknetwork
Walkers have access to 153,246 hectares Walkers have access to 153,246 hectares 
of Access Land under the Countryside and of Access Land under the Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000, only 0.24 Rights of Way Act 2000, only 0.24 
hectares have been made available for hectares have been made available for 
equestrian use in England equestrian use in England 



The networkThe network



No bridleway networkNo bridleway network

A circuit of at least 3 miles is needed for A circuit of at least 3 miles is needed for 
even a short hack even a short hack 

Most bridleways donMost bridleways don’’t form a t form a rideablerideable
circuit without using roads toocircuit without using roads too



But the roads arenBut the roads aren’’t safet safe
Many Many ‘‘AA’’ and and ‘‘BB’’ roadsroads are not used by horse are not used by horse 
riders because of vehicle speed, volume & size.riders because of vehicle speed, volume & size.
Horse riders tend to use Horse riders tend to use minor roadsminor roads but even but even 
minor roads have become  very hazardous to ride:minor roads have become  very hazardous to ride:

–– 60mph speed limit60mph speed limit
–– Drivers in a hurry Drivers in a hurry 
–– Narrow / high hedges Narrow / high hedges 
–– Blind cornersBlind corners
–– More traffic from diversification /More traffic from diversification /
–– increased buildingincreased building



But the roads arenBut the roads aren’’t safet safe

BHS Hertfordshire Survey in 2000 showed BHS Hertfordshire Survey in 2000 showed 
that that 50% of the respondents had faced 
verbal abuse from other road users and 
25% had suffered physical intimidation; 
5% of respondents had been in a road 
accident involving a horse and motor 
vehicle in the previous twelve months; 



Primarily involves the road networkPrimarily involves the road network
MOTOR TRAFFIC can be a serious MOTOR TRAFFIC can be a serious 
problemproblem

Horses are trained to accept vehicles  of 
all shapes & sizes but is this wise .............?

Rider trying to get to the next bridleway



But the roads arenBut the roads aren’’t safet safe

Dept for  Transport 1/2006:Dept for  Transport 1/2006: 46 percent of 46 percent of 
serious road casualties and more than half serious road casualties and more than half 
of road deaths occurred on rural roads of road deaths occurred on rural roads --
those roads horse riders tend to use.those roads horse riders tend to use.

What many horse riders fear is summed up What many horse riders fear is summed up 
in Eleanor andin Eleanor and TerrapinTerrapin’’s story (see s story (see 
separate BHS video clip).separate BHS video clip).



www.horseaccidents.org.ukwww.horseaccidents.org.uk



Aim & PurposeAim & Purpose

Many equestrian accidents go unreportedMany equestrian accidents go unreported

Provide a user friendly and accessible medium through which Provide a user friendly and accessible medium through which 
equestrian incidents can be reported equestrian incidents can be reported 

Gather meaningful statistics to support concerns and provide Gather meaningful statistics to support concerns and provide 
quantifiable evidence to those in authorityquantifiable evidence to those in authority



Incident typesIncident types

Dog attacksDog attacks
Road accidentsRoad accidents
Low flyingLow flying
FireworksFireworks
Slippery roadsSlippery roads
GatesGates
Wind turbinesWind turbines

Opportunity to add further incident types if demand requires itOpportunity to add further incident types if demand requires it

If you wish to report an incident not currently covered by a repIf you wish to report an incident not currently covered by a report form you can ort form you can 
send an email to send an email to s.hardy@bhs.org.uks.hardy@bhs.org.uk or or r.lucas@bhs.org.ukr.lucas@bhs.org.uk

mailto:s.hardy@bhs.org.uk
mailto:r.lucas@bhs.org.uk


The WebsiteThe Website

Has three major sections denoted by yellow tabsHas three major sections denoted by yellow tabs

How does it work?How does it work?

www.horseaccidents.org.ukwww.horseaccidents.org.uk

http://www.horseaccidents.org.uk/


ProgressProgress

Marked increase in reports received with new reporting system inMarked increase in reports received with new reporting system in
comparison to old hard copy form systemcomparison to old hard copy form system

For the purpose of comparison, the old system received reports oFor the purpose of comparison, the old system received reports of only 27 f only 27 
dog attacks and 43 road accidents in total for 2009.dog attacks and 43 road accidents in total for 2009.

Type of IncidentType of Incident Launch (13th Nov Launch (13th Nov 
2010) 2010) –– 23rd Dec 23rd Dec 
2010 2010 

23rd Dec 2010 23rd Dec 2010 ––
31st Jan 201131st Jan 2011

31st Jan  201131st Jan  2011––
21st Feb 201121st Feb 2011

Total Total 

Dog attackDog attack 5454 2020 1515

2525

00

88

77

00

00

8989

Road accidentsRoad accidents 3939 2424 8888

FireworksFireworks 99 44 1313

Low flyingLow flying 44 66 1818

Slippery roadsSlippery roads 77 66 2020

GatesGates 77 22 99

Wind farmsWind farms 00 00 00



Dog attacksDog attacks

As you can see the most reported incidents to date are dog attacAs you can see the most reported incidents to date are dog attacksks

We are working closely with police and RSPCA to tackle this issuWe are working closely with police and RSPCA to tackle this issue e 

The existing legislation is not satisfactory. The existing legislation is not satisfactory. 

One of the changes we would like to see is the provision for theOne of the changes we would like to see is the provision for the issuing of issuing of 
Dog Control Notices in incidents where a dog has :Dog Control Notices in incidents where a dog has :

-- chased or physically attacked a person, a horse or other livestchased or physically attacked a person, a horse or other livestock in a   ock in a   
public place. public place. 

-- causes fear or apprehension to a person that it may injure themcauses fear or apprehension to a person that it may injure them. . 
-- in a private place where a dog has physically attacked a horse in a private place where a dog has physically attacked a horse or  or  

livestock.livestock.

There have been some encouraging developments recentlyThere have been some encouraging developments recently



DevelopmentsDevelopments

The safety team are currently working on a hi The safety team are currently working on a hi vizviz campaign.campaign.

Hi Hi vizviz is so very important to maintaining safety of horse riders on ais so very important to maintaining safety of horse riders on and off nd off 
roadroad

Did you know?Did you know?

Wearing hi Wearing hi vizviz gives drivers up to an extra three seconds to react and pass gives drivers up to an extra three seconds to react and pass 
appropriatelyappropriately
Helicopter pilots can see you up to half a mile sooner if you arHelicopter pilots can see you up to half a mile sooner if you are wearing hi e wearing hi vizviz
The recommended minimum hi The recommended minimum hi vizviz equipment is one piece on you and one equipment is one piece on you and one 
on your horseon your horse

We will be launching a survey surrounding opinions on hi We will be launching a survey surrounding opinions on hi vizviz including including 
whether or not it is worn and the reasons behind that decisionwhether or not it is worn and the reasons behind that decision
We hope the data will then provide a focus for a campaign in theWe hope the data will then provide a focus for a campaign in the public public 
interestinterest



Problems in accessing the networkProblems in accessing the network

Severance of bridleway networks by Severance of bridleway networks by 
trunk / major roads / new rail routestrunk / major roads / new rail routes

Poorly maintained 
surfaces

Difficult gates



Access for AllAccess for All

What equestrians are asking for does not What equestrians are asking for does not 
have to cost more have to cost more 
Access should be for all usersAccess should be for all users
Represents best value.Represents best value.



Access for AllAccess for All



EMAGINEMAGIN

Equine Mapping and Geographical Equine Mapping and Geographical 
Information NetworkInformation Network

www.emagin.orgwww.emagin.org

http://www.emagin.org/


QuestionsQuestions

Mark WestonMark Weston
Director of Access, Safety and WelfareDirector of Access, Safety and Welfare

Mark.weston@bhs.org.ukMark.weston@bhs.org.uk



QuestionsQuestions

How successful has the BHS been in How successful has the BHS been in 
upgrading routesupgrading routes

Do the BHS promote and encourage Do the BHS promote and encourage 
permissive paths permissive paths 



QuestionsQuestions

Do the BHS have a preferred surface that Do the BHS have a preferred surface that 
they recommend to Row units or for they recommend to Row units or for 
permissive paths?permissive paths?







QuestionsQuestions

Do the BHS have a preferred option for Do the BHS have a preferred option for 
the type of gates used on Bridleways?the type of gates used on Bridleways?





QuestionsQuestions

How can this LAF work with the BHS to ensure How can this LAF work with the BHS to ensure 
existing access to our forests is maintained and existing access to our forests is maintained and 
additional access is achieved? additional access is achieved? 
What progress has the Equestrian Access Forum What progress has the Equestrian Access Forum 
and the British Horse Industry Confederation and the British Horse Industry Confederation 
made?made?
Is there a vision to improve access for Is there a vision to improve access for 
equestrians from the new Government, DEFRA equestrians from the new Government, DEFRA 
and NE?and NE?



QuestionsQuestions

How can LAF help to improve access for How can LAF help to improve access for 
equestrians?equestrians?
We have major and busy roads across We have major and busy roads across 
Hertfordshire. Many of our Bridleways and Hertfordshire. Many of our Bridleways and 
Restricted byways are severed by these Restricted byways are severed by these 
roads.  What can the BHS do to help move roads.  What can the BHS do to help move 
horses off these roads and keep them safe horses off these roads and keep them safe 
whilst using them.  Is there evidence to whilst using them.  Is there evidence to 
support that horse signs help?support that horse signs help?



QuestionsQuestions

Are there signs for carriage driving?Are there signs for carriage driving?



QuestionsQuestions

Parking can prove to be very difficult for carriage Parking can prove to be very difficult for carriage 
drivers when they travel to designated routes.  drivers when they travel to designated routes.  
Can you give some advice on how to overcome Can you give some advice on how to overcome 
this?this?
Do you have a dialogue with John Parker Chair Do you have a dialogue with John Parker Chair 
of BDS?of BDS?
Horse riders and carriage drivers wish for Horse riders and carriage drivers wish for 
circular routes, often routes are severed or there circular routes, often routes are severed or there 
are gaps, or a RB turns into a BW or FP, how are gaps, or a RB turns into a BW or FP, how 
does the BHS help ROW improve these does the BHS help ROW improve these 
anomalies? anomalies? 



QuestionsQuestions

Do the BHS have guidance on maintaining Do the BHS have guidance on maintaining 
routes, overgrown hedgerows, ploughed routes, overgrown hedgerows, ploughed 
fields?fields?
Has the report of the Stakeholder Working Has the report of the Stakeholder Working 
Group on Unrecorded Public Rights of Way Group on Unrecorded Public Rights of Way 
been issued? been issued? 
Equestrian Access was not promoted Equestrian Access was not promoted 
strongly under the CROW act.  How have strongly under the CROW act.  How have 
the BHS managed to adjust this? the BHS managed to adjust this? 
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