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Introduction  

LAF members have played a particularly active role in the work of the forum this year.     

A significant effort went into planning and running our first conference.  This was rewarded with 
a very worthwhile event that attracted a good number of participants who were very positive 
about the day.  It succeeded in helping the LAF members get an overview of access issues at a 
local (parish) level and also promote the work of the LAF to a wider audience. 

As the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) for Hertfordshire moves towards 
implementation LAF members have been helping to shape the area action plans.  As well as 
being able to contribute their local knowledge, members have also made field visits to help 
advise on the priority of projects in the plans. 

The LAF has also looked beyond Hertfordshire to benefit from ideas and work developed 
elsewhere.  Members have attended regional events and training as well as visiting other LAFs.  
It was pleasing to meet representatives of the Surrey and Buckinghamshire LAFs who have 
come along to our meetings. 

Influence of the forum continues to develop - and the Herts LAF now have a representative (for 
all the LAFs in the East of England Region) on the newly formed England Access Forum.  This 
is a national body working to directly advise Natural England on access issues. 

 

Liddy Lawrence, Chair �
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1 This report fulfils the requirements of the “Local Access Forum (England) Regulations 2007” 
and guidance set out in “Guidance on Local Access Forums” from DEFRA dated February 2007 
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Who is on your Local Access Forum?  
�

Cllr Rosemary Gilligan District Councillor representing the Herts LGA 

Cllr Bill Storey County Councillor, Chilterns AONB 

Oliver Blowey Cycling 

Diana Collingridge Estate management 

Tony Ferrari Cycling and Motorised users 

Debbie Hougie Countryside recreation education, walking 

Liddy Lawrence 

(Chairperson) 
Needs of elderly and minority groups, walking and cycling 

Lynn Myland Land owner, horse-rider 

Mike Render Forestry, Chilterns AONB 

Norman Jones Walkers, non car owners and public transport. 

Roger Thomas 

(Vice Chairperson) 
Estate management 

Marian Whittaker Horse riding 

�

The LAF members captured at the conference 
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Mike Render and Oliver Blowey resigned during the year and the LAF 
would like to thank them for their contributions.  There are therefore 
currently two vacancies on the forum and a recruitment campaign is in 
hand (more updated information on : 
http://www.hertsdirect.org/envroads/environment/countryside/walkingand
riding/localaccessforum/). 
�

What has the Local Access Forum been doing? 

�

The Forum has been consulted and considered advice on the following 
during this year. 

Organisation Subject Date 

�

RoWIP Action Plans and Maps 
Completed  
March 2008 

Drafts of Rights of Way Information 
Leaflets 

25th Jan 2008 

Sustainable Community Strategy 11th March 2008 

�

Discovering Lost Ways Consultation 30th Oct 2007 

LAF members Handbook (Informal) January 2008 

�

Chilterns Management Plan draft 11th March 2008 

�
Oaklands Development 25th May 2008 

�

Local Development Framework Core 
Strategy preferred options 

11th March 2008 
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Meeting and Attendance 

Four public meetings were convened at a range of different venues: 
 

·  18 Sept 2007 – Hall at St Mary the Virgin and All Saints, POTTERS BAR  
·  4 Dec 2007 – Brotherhood Hall, Gernon Road, LETCHWORTH 
·  11 March 2008 – Community Fire Station, London Road, ST ALBANS 
·  4 June 2008 - Ware Priory, High Street, WARE 

 
Agendas are circulated to a list of interested parties and posted on the LAF pages on 
“Hertsdirect” website.  Local advertising is also carried out to encourage members of 
the public to attend.  Attendance from the public has been variable with an average of 
4 members of the public attending meetings.  Attendance by the Forum members has 
been good with between 6 and 10 members at meetings and apologies from those 
not able to attend.  
 
In addition two development meetings were held, for LAF members to explore some 
issues in more depth; 
 

·  6 November 2007 – Responding to site based proposals (in the light of the 
grazing on commons consultation) 

·  22 Jan 2008 – Permissive access and creating new access (field visit) 

Training and Outside Events 

Marion Whittaker attended the SE Region Training event on “What makes a good 
LAF”. 
 

Diana Collingridge, Lynn Myland and Roger Thomas attended the regional LAF 
conference in Ely on 10th March 2008. 
 
Norman Jones and Roger Thomas attended the Chilterns AONB Access Conference 
26th February 2008. 
 
Liddy Lawrence is one of the two LAF members from the East of England region on 
the England Access Forum. 
 
LAF members attended a range of workshops during the Hertfordshire “Charrette” at 
the end of June - a week-long event considering how development in Hertfordshire 
should be accommodated. 
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LAF Events 

1. Parishes Conference 

 
Jerry Pearlman, MBE - keynote speaker 

Held on Saturday 4th October at the Radlett Centre, the conference was attended by 
representatives from: Abbots Langley, Aldenham, Ardeley, Benington, Braughing, 
Brickendon, Chorleywood, Cottered, Flamstead, Flaunden, High Wych, Kings 
Walden, Northaw and Cuffley, St Stephen, Stanstead Abbots, Tring Rural, Watford 
Rural, Welwyn and Widford parish councils; together with the town councils of 
Berkhamsted and Royston.  A representative of Bushey and District Footpath Society 
also attended representing an area not covered by a town or parish council. 
 
The format of the day was a number of introductory talks followed by workshops and 
a plenary.  The LAF were privileged to have Jerry Pearlman as engaging and 
knowledgeable keynote speaker who, with his background working in rights of way 
law and involvement with the Ramblers Association, was able to give plenty of food 
for thought. 

 

The key themes emerging from the day were: 

·  Parish Paths Partnership – was recognised as a good initiative 
·  Consistency of signage was raised as being important 
·  It was felt important to have local involvement in Rights of Way 
·  Communication to parish level is appreciated and worthwhile 
·  Opportunities to use section 106 in planning agreements to gain funding 
·  Illegal use of motorbikes and mini-motos were seen as a current issue 
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2. LAF Development meeting November 2007 
 
The Forum members met informally to discuss how (given the LAFs strategic remit) 
they should engage with consultations and issues relating to individual sites and 
cases. 
 
3. January Field Meeting 
 
LAF members find it invaluable to get out and see examples illustrating issues that 
they consider in the course of their meetings.  The group visited a number of sites in 
and around St Albans to look at case studies relating to access. 
 
Verulamium Park provided the context for a discussion on the concerns relating to 
allowing cycling use on footpaths.  A walk through Gorhambury illustrated the 
benefits that can be secured with permissive access and also gave the opportunity to 
consider some of the issues relating to access not based on rights of way.  South of 
St Albans, in the Sopwell area, the LAF visited a site where new access creation had 
been suggested in the RoWIP.  The land involved is under a range of ownerships 
and management and the session was useful to stimulate thinking about what needs 
to be considered with the creation of new access. 
 

4. Summer Field Trip, July 2008 – Croxley Common Mo or 

The main theme of the field trip was to develop the LAF’s understanding of the 
proposals of the South Hertfordshire Commons Grazing Partnership (SHCGP) to 
reintroduce grazing to the commons at Bricketwood, Chorleywood, Colney Heath and 
Nomansland. 
 

Croxley Common Moor gave the 
opportunity to see an example of 
conservation grazing on a site where 
there is public access, and was chosen 
as the venue on two counts: 
 

·  It illustrates what conservation 
grazing of the commons might 
look like in practice, if the 
consultation proposals were to 
be implemented; 

 

Cows on Croxley Common Moor 

·  In the area around Croxley Common Moor there is an interesting range of 
access which includes: a newly claimed village green, permissive access on 
the canal towpath, a cycle/riding walking route on a disused railway line, public 
rights of way, as well as one of the few areas of Access Land in Hertfordshire, 
not on a registered common. 
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LAF members were able to see low intensity conservation grazing at first hand and 
also gain an understanding of some practical access issues.  There was the 
opportunity to compare different standards of surfacing and to see a ramped access 
point. 
 
It was also interesting to visit one of Hertfordshire’s newest Village Greens – 
“Buddleia Walk” and Long Valley Wood.  It was claimed by the local community as a 
site where they believed they had indulged in “lawful sports and pastimes”, “as of 
right”, for more than 20 years.  The Village Green was formally registered by 
Hertfordshire County Council on 14th December 2007.  It is an unusual site, but 
nonetheless provides useful access opportunities and a valuable amenity for local 
people. 
 

Access land at Croxley Common Moor Multi-user surface on the Ebury Way 
 

Cost of the Forum 

The Forum is a voluntary body, with the members giving up their time for free.  Herts 
County Council, as Appointing Authority, also contributes officer time and pays for 
any costs for administering the LAF using money allocated for the 'fulfilment of duties 
arising from the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000’.  
 
For 2007/2008 these costs have totalled £2,540, broken down as follows: 

·  Meetings (4 public and 4 informal) - venues, refreshments - £746 
·  Conference – venue, refreshments, facilitator, postage - £1,719 
·  External conference fees - £75 

In addition, there have been other (small) associated costs, such as postage and 
mileage expenses, however, these have been absorbed by the County Council. 
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What’s in store for the coming year? 

·  9th September 2008, Hatfield Sports Village, Hatfield – public meeting 
·  2nd December 2008, Hatfield Sports Village, Hatfield – public meeting 
·  Feb/March 2009, date and venue TBC 
·  June 2009, date and venue TBC 
·  Sept 2009, date and venue TBC 

 
Informal meetings take place in between Public meetings. One is planned for 6th 
November 2008.  
 

LAF Website 

The LAF has its own web pages on the County Council website, where up to date 
information about LAF meetings is stored: www.hertsdirect.org/laf. 
 

If you would like further information on the Local Access Forum, or wish to contact 
any of its members, please see the contact information below: 

 
LAF Secretary: Anna Mangini 
 
Tel:  07778 241768  Email:  anna.mangini@hertscc.gov.uk  

      anna@amiva.org.uk* 
 
       *messages to this address will be picked up every day 

 
Alternatively you can write to: 
Hertfordshire LAF Secretary, c/o Rights of Way Service, Environment Department, 
Hertfordshire County Council, County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DN 

 


