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Programme  
 

  9:30  Registration and refreshments  

10:00  Welcome  Darren Braine, Natural England   
Introductory exercise Steve Jenkinson, facilitator and consultant  

Presentations 

10:10 England Access Forum & questions Duncan Graham (Chair) 

10:40  Regional Fisheries, Ecology & Recreation Advisory Committee of the Environment 
Agency (RFERAC) & questions David Moore (Chair)  

11:10 Break - refreshments 

11:25 Access from a farmer’s perspective Guy Smith, Essex  

11:45 
 

Learning from each other (LAFs  from the Region)  
1) Suffolk – David Barker (Vice-chair Suffolk LAF)     
2) Hertfordshire - Liddy Lawrence/Roger Thomas (Chair/Vice-chair Herts LAF)  
3) The Broads – Ray Walpole (member) (inc. a 3 minute film/DVD) 

12:25 Questions 

12:45 Buffet lunch & networking & opportunity to see display about Natural England’s Access 
mapping 

Breakout Session 1  (four workshops running at the same time) 

13:40 A Coastal Access    Andrew Best - Natural England  

B LAF and a local authority working well together  Cath Hart – Hampshire LAF 

C Influencing access users to reduce conflict   Steve Jenkinson  

E Higher Level Stewardship / permissive access  Darren Braine – Natural England 

14:20 Break - refreshments 

Breakout Session 2  

14:35 (the same four workshops running at the same time) 

15:15 Summary  
Evaluation and next steps       

15:45 Depart 
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Attendance 
There were 33 attendees from 9 LAFs; six from RFERAC/the Environment Agency and four from 
Natural England.  
 
1. Introduction  – election exercise: 
 

Statement from a politician I’d most like to hear:  Number 
of votes 

it got 
Better education particularly in schools about rights and responsibilities 7 

 
Continued support for coastal access – new rights and removing blocks 7 
Give farmers/landowners the chance to provide permissive access under entry level stewardship. If 
the parish council, county council and landowner all agree - this could be achieved.  

5 

List and map areas available for access but not known outside local area  (e.g. local authority 
woodlands/parks) 

4 

Accessibility for All – with particular attention to needs for disabilities  4 
Protecting resources for ROW network to ensure that statutory obligations of Local Authorities can be 
delivered 

4 

Give great importance to access to the waterways for all 4 
The pledge to provide support and sufficient resources to enable people to enjoy the considerable 
benefits that countryside access brings to their quality of life  

4 

Understand the other point of view 4 
Better promotion of the farmed countryside as a beautiful and diverse place 4 
We are going to work towards barrier-free access to the countryside  3 
For politician to have actually used their local rights of way network and show understanding of the 
issues as a result 

3 

We will recognise the true, full value of access to health the economy etc  3 
Commit to providing access to fulfil the vision of the 1949 act 3 
Commitment and support to maintain finance at current levels 3 
Provide adequate funding  -to enhance and improve the PROW network for all users.  3 
Change the perception of muddy, welly walking routes – the countryside is for all. Money needs to be 
invested in the PROW in order to encourage this change.  

3 

Friendly farms welcome access 2 
Increase access for a wider diversity of users e.g. walkers, equestrians and carts and carriages 2 
Equestrians will be valued and provided to on an equal footing to other non-motorised users 2 
All bridleways are surfaced for the benefit of all non-motorised users 2 
Farm production must not be impaired by access 2 
Fit for the future not fit for the past. The politician needs to show an understanding of the legislation 
and be prepared to tackle it and be brave and reform it.  

2 

More emphasis on bird protection Care taken when implementing access to maintain and preserve 
habitats 

1 

We will work to ensure that every family in the country gets out into the countryside to use the 
footpaths/bridleways ant least once a year.  

1 

Complete coastal access in 3 years 1 
Sufficient budget given to support access – esp to the coast line 1 
Bigger areas with right to roam  
Is access at the top of the agenda  

 
2. Duncan Graham – Chair of England Access Forum and o f Cumbria LAF  
After 6 years as Chair of Cumbria LAF very conscious of the value of the members of LAFs 
Being Chair of the England Forum has strengthened my belief that 

·  Access in all its aspects is vital – urban and rural, recreation, health, widening the range of 
users  

·  That access is a privilege as well as a right and needs to be enjoyed responsibly 
·  That balance and compromise is better than confrontation 
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·  Access is a Cinderella service in the eyes our national masters  
·  LAFs the key and sometimes only advocates for access  
·  They need to be proactive in its defence 

 
LAFs have unique assets for this task 

1. Balance 
2. Expertise – many could earn £1000+ a day as consultants 
3. Frontline experience 
4. Honest broker role 

 
HOW IS THE LAF FAMILY DOING? 
The test is “making a difference” 

·  80+ LAFs some struggling but most making that “difference”  
·  Growing influence and gaining reputation for quality of advice 
·  Seen as an extra dimension by single-interest groups 
·  Now ‘built into’ coastal legislation with a front-seat role which recognises their objectivity - 

vote of confidence! 
WORRIES! 

1. Economic situation and ROWIPs etc potholes before paths 
2. Little support as yet for LAFs in trouble for speaking out  
3. Failures to be consulted locally on planning issues 
4. Planning Inspectors not yet aware of LAFs? 
5. Need for better induction and training – good in the East Region 
6. Lack of appreciation of the value of volunteers and how best to use them 
7. Issues can get ‘lost’ at national level e.g. fencing of open land, livestock incidents, gating 

 
That’s why there has been an exhausting battle for a national voice for LAFs,  

1. Campaigning for access  
2. A focal point for concerns not being addressed at a local/regional  level 
3. A forum for exchange of views with NE and DEFRA and to lobby them  
4. To influence policy at an early stage  
5. To speak for LAFs directly with bodies such as the Forestry Commission, Sustrans, DfT, and 

the Environment Agency 
6. To identify problems and solutions 

 
EAF is a body drawn entirely from and speaking for LAFs 
Has two reps chosen by each of the 8 regions and representation from NE at Executive Director 
level.  Your reps are Liddy Lawrence and until recently Bob Smith.    
Agendas for meetings with NE come from LAFs through the regions and NE adds its own items 
 
LAFs’ right to go direct wherever and whenever they like is unaffected but EAF can and does add 
clout 
 
Successes  we and you can claim in just over a year include 

·  Regional Framework  
·  Training budgets 
·  A start on raising access profile 
·  Getting LAF concerns raised at top level e.g. 

1. Gating orders 
2. RoW across new highways –Suffolk’s epic battle pressed effectively with NE and DfT 
3. Establishing that LTPs have access as a central component 
4. 4.Livestock and Access  
5. Structures on Rights of Way 

·  Bringing to bear front-line balance and expertise often in short supply at national meetings 
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·  Ability to give advice at different levels from “all LAFs” to early and informal consultation 
utilising the expertise of regions and groups of LAFs – previously temptation to forget LAFs as 
too time-consuming  

·  DEFRA now approach EAF first on proposed consultations to discuss best way of doing 
things  

·  Just slipped up over Waterways for Everyone but responded to a word from EAF 
·  Meetings directly with Ministers and Shadow ministers 

 
It’s an open secret that all this has been a bit of an uphill struggle with our colleagues nationally at 
Natural England. Life is too short for post mortems – sufficient to say that we have not felt very loved 
or cherished. There is a systemic problem in that EAF is bound to be constructively critical of NE 
from time to time and yet is dependent upon NE for support and expenses. The view is growing that 
while we need an EAF it is not in the right place to do its job. 
Your representatives on EAF reluctantly and unanimously decided to consult with LAFs and to see if 
there are alternative ways forward.   
 Of course you may decide you don’t need a national voice but the response so far has been that we 
do. 
LAFs do want  

·  A national campaigning voice for access 
·  To influence policy formulation  
·  A means of raising issues at top level 
·  Somewhere to turn for advice and support 
·  Direct access to ministers. 

It is now up to you – do we throw in the towel or is there something here worth preserving and 
developing?    
If so - let your EAF reps know by 8th March .  This is quite a good time for a gentle word in the ear of 
your MPs too! 
 
3. Regional Fisheries, Ecology & Recreation Advisor y Committee of the Environment Agency  

David Moore (Chair  Anglian Region  RFERAC)                                                      
  

          Powerpoint  
The Environment Agency is a regulator, operator and influential advisor on the environment of 
England and Wales. All of its work to protect and improve land, water and air and manage the risk of 
floods and coastal erosion provides a better place for people to enjoy the environment. The Agency 
has a statutory duty to promote the use of inland and coastal water and associated land for sport and 
recreation. 
Fisheries, Ecology and Recreation Advisory Committees are formed under the Environment Act 1995 
which established the Environment Agency. There is one FERAC in each of the seven Environment 
Agency operating regions in England and one for Wales. Members of the committee are appointed to 
represent a wide diversity of interests and in the Anglian Region, which extends from the Humber to 
the Thames, this includes anglers, canoeists, ecologists, recreation managers and navigation 
experts. The chair is appointed by the Defra Minister.  
The RFERAC gives advice on the Agency’s performance, raises current issues affecting fisheries, 
ecology and recreation and the implications of national policy for the Region. 
Current issues include access to land and water for recreation, invasive species such as aquatic 
plants which prohibit navigation and angling, increasing participation, improving access for migratory 
fish and eels and implications and implementation of the Water Framework Directive and Marine & 
Coastal Access Act. 
Demand for angling, navigation and canoeing is growing. The Anglian Region offers significant 
opportunities for improving water recreation and access and a Strategy for Water Recreation 
Planning in the East of England will be launched shortly. Projects such as the Fenland Waterways 
Link, Great Fen, Nar-Ouse regeneration and a new marina in Northampton are all major proposals to 
create a better place to play and the Agency’s Shoreline Management Plans are being developed at 
the same time as  the national coastal access route is being planned. 
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4. Access from a farmer’s perspective - Guy Smith                                                    
Powerpoint  

Guy described what it’s like farming the driest land in England. He explained that farmland is a 
working landscape and for the farmer it is like a factory floor. Access is not always compatible. He 
however does have very extensive access on his land, supported by Higher Level Stewardship 
agreement. He separates enhanced margins from permissive routes since the former tend to look 
like an invitation to wander and that creates disturbance. He believes in doing farming and 
conservation at full throttle, and thinks that farmers ought to know what biodiversity they have on 
their own farms – he is involved in ringing the barn owl chicks hatched in the boxes he puts up and 
running moth traps. A great believer in noticeboards to tell people using the access on his land about 
what he’s doing and why. More likely to get co-operation if you treat people as adults and with 
respect, not bellowing “Get off my land” at them.  
 
5. Learning from each other (LAFs  from the Region)   
a. Suffolk  – David Barker (Vice-chair Suffolk LAF)         Powerpoint  

David described how Suffolk LAF stood up to the Highways Agency over severance of rights of 
way by a new road at Haughley, and didn’t achieve what they wanted – except that the HA never 
dared to have an official opening because they knew SLAF and others would use it as an 
opportunity to get more publicity for the dangers the road has created for non-motorised traffic.  
They collected info from other LAFs around the country on the issue. Click here for document.  
However their continued high-profile campaigning, lobbying and effective arguing made the HA 
change its ways, with much better access outcomes for a similar new scheme at Thetford on the 
A11: an underpass has been included in the plans for the new stretch at Fiveways. The HA also 
now has a page on their website saying that they will address the needs of non-motorised road 
users, including pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and disabled people. 
www.highways.gov.uk/knowledge/9627.aspx  
The lengths to which the HA has gone to avoid disturbance to stone curlews on their A11 scheme 
is such that it leads us to think the nature conservation lobby has a stronger and more influential 
voice than the advocates of access.  
SLAF’s experience is that four years of campaigning can bring results, and that LAFs can be 
powerful agents of positive change.  
Question to David: Was access better served before Natural England was formed and it had a 
separate agency to fight for it?  
Answer: No, integration is working well now that things have settled down, and access and 
nature conservation are better served by the integrated body which sees the issues as a whole. A 
great believer in Natural England.   
 

b. Hertfordshire  - Liddy Lawrence/Debbie Hougie (Chair & member Herts LAF)            Powerpoint  
Liddy and Debbie described the lively, varied and enthusiastic group which is Hertfordshire LAF.  
There is stiff competition to get onto the LAF, they have regular field trips to look at the things 
they discuss and their structure includes sub groups which tackle particular issues. Outreach 
includes a successful conference for parishes (next one in Oct 2010). Liddy made an appeal for a 
new representative from the region to replace Bob Smith on the England Access Forum.    

 
c. The Broads  – Ray Walpole (member) (inc. a 3 minute film/DVD)    Powerpoint  

Ray described how the Broads LAF covers the smallest area in the region – has the same 
boundaries as the Broads Authority, along the river valleys. 
This means that are very many ROWs which are partly within 
their area but also within Norfolk LAF’s area.  They also go out 
on scrutiny visits and then meet in the nearest village hall. 
Mobility scooterists are represented and are a growing lobby.  
They tend to be very pragmatic in their approach and grasp 
opportunities when they see them. E.g. pushing for the River 
Wensum Park way through Norwich, and two new lottery-
funded bridges.  Flood defence works have brought good 
opportunities to improve access, new bridges, new footways 
on flood defences along the rivers.  
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6. Workshops  

 

A  Coastal Access Implementation – a whistle stop t our             Andrew Best - Natural England  

In summary:  
·  Scheme consultation closed on the 05th Feb 2010 and the final version of the Scheme is now 

being drafted.  
·  LAF contributions continue to be vital and statutory to the implementation process but the 

fundamental detail of the scheme has now been approved. 
·  The first stretch to be started will be at Weymouth in April 2010, with 5 other lead areas 

commencing in April 2011. 
·  NE will deliver in partnership with Access Authorities and funding will be provided by NE to 

enable implementation and establishment. 

Key stages  

 
Note: Although NE is required to seek statutory involvement from LAFs at stages 4 – 7, it is 
envisaged that they may also have a key role during stages 1, 8, 9 and 10. 
 
Stage 1:  LAF is likely to be involved at this stage 
Stage 2: It may not be possible to gather all necessary data on the initial visit. The process will 
include input and potential objections from the landowner.  Further information may need to be 
obtained at a later stage depending on the complexity of the stretch.   
Stretches vary in length from between 10 and 80km and will normally be situated in between towns. 
The stretches are provisional at this stage. 
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Stage 3:  A document will be published with maps showing the proposed route and a description or 
map of the spreading room (still to be confirmed). Sensitive areas and land management restrictions 
will be identified. 
Stage 4:  There will follow a consultation on draft proposals  
Stage 5:  The final report will still be open to public consultation, anybody can comment on the 
proposals at this stage 
Stage 6:  Formal representations and objections can be submitted at this stage. The format may be 
similar to CROW appeals but not yet confirmed. 
Stage 7:  The report, representations and objections will then go to the Secretary of State (S of S) 
who will approve, reject or recommend changes. It is envisaged however that the previous stages will 
have been rigorous and pragmatic enough to have identified and resolved any major issues prior to 
submission.    
Stage 8:  Following a commencement order by the S of S, establishment of the route will then be 
implemented by the Local Authorities with associated publicity. 
Stage 9: Maintenance is currently subject to a 10 year requirement but will probably extend. 
Maintenance is likely to be modelled on National Trail guidelines. Budgets will be allocated to local 
authorities to carry this work out. 
The use and impact of the routes will be closely monitored (negative and positive) as part of the 
monitoring and evaluation framework.  
Stage 10: Results of monitoring and evaluation will be acted on. Local authorities will carry out the 
necessary work. 
----------------------- 
Issues: 

·  What about higher rights?  
Opportunities to look at expanding access to a wider range of users will be explored where 
practicable but the scheme has no statutory requirement to provide. 

·  Will current Rights of Way be realigned? 
No, Coastal Access aims to provide new routes where none are currently provided and will have 
similar status to CROW land but will not be a new public right of way. It is envisaged however that 
where the most desirable route follows a current Right of Way, Coastal Access will often adopt the 
same route. Similarly, National Trail routes may be added to but not replaced. 

·  Do NE expect there to be any public enquiries? 
There is nothing to stop them going ahead if required but hopefully there will not be too many if the 
experience of CROW is replicated. 

·  Will there be a standard surface for the route? 
Surfaces on existing paths may be improved where value for money can be demonstrated but there 
is no statutory requirement to do so. All new infrastructures will need to be DDA compliant and use 
gates instead of stiles. 

·  Will Coastal Access along sea walls affect repair work?  
Planning consent for repairs to sea walls will not be affected by the presence of Coastal Access, 
applications will be considered independently. The Environment Agency may be required to have an 
input in some cases.  

·  Are we required to involve Coastal Partnerships in the consultation process, for e.g. the North 
Norfolk Coast Partnership? 

We will consult LAF at the statutory stages 4 – 7 and at stage 1. If Coastal Partnership bodies are 
represented then they will be consulted via the LAF, however LAF membership varies a great deal 
from region to region and in some regions, coastal partnerships do not exist so there is no 
requirement to do so. 

·  Is there a role for LAF in promoting public awareness? 
We welcome LAF involvement in promoting Coastal Access awareness, in some regions the LAF are 
already involved in delivering Local events, for e.g. Cumbrian LAF have been strongly driven by 
Duncan Graham to host surgeries and awareness events. 

·  What is the Role for LAFs which do not contain any coast? 
There is a role to be played by all LAFs throughout the implementation process, although some LAFs 
do not contain any coastline, they represent people who are just as likely to access coast as any 
other.  
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·  How will we deal with retreating coastline? 
The Coastal Access route will not be a fixed right of way and so be aligned to the most practicable 
route on implementation / establishment. Where the coast retreats, the route will roll back until it 
meets a road, house etc. At which point the route will be reassessed.  

·  How sincere is NE about listening to consultation responses, in particular to the concerns 
raised by landowners about dogs. Does the consultation process provide us with an 
opportunity to introduce a rule which states that all dogs should be on leads where there is 
potential for damage to wildlife? 

The consultation process is for Coastal Access only and as such has no statutory right to change 
current rules on the handling of dogs on public rights of way.  

·  How many people will look at the Stage 7 report? Presumably the S of S won’t have time to 
look at each report personally? 

Natural England can’t influence who looks at the report after it is submitted. Proposals are likely to be 
considered by a range of people linked to the S of S in order to provide the most informed decision 
possible. 

·  Is the route planning to go to the lowest point of crossing on all estuaries? 
Statutorily, the delivery model requires us only to go to the mouth of estuaries. Natural England is 
looking at developing an estuaries strategy. 

 

B  LAF and a local authority working well together   Cath Hart – Hampshire LAF       

Handout  
Discussion: What makes a good LAF/LA relationship? (Various scenarios discussed) 
1. “The authority doesn’t seem to want to know about our LAF - Senior officers and/or Councillors 

don’t attend meetings regularly, and the LAF is left too much to set its own agendas. We provide 
advice, but it never seems to change anything which the Authority does.  We’re giving up our 
time, and they just don’t seem very interested in us.” 

·  Non-attendance - Specific invitations and expect reason why/if can’t attend. 
·  Agenda-setting meeting/emails between council and member/chair 
·  Advice - minute action points and follow up, Use ROWIP.  
·  Build relationships informally e.g. site visit 
·  Ask where LAF can help/what issues  
·  Need to recruit the right people 
·  Add ‘consult LAF’ to policy papers 
·  Use officer and members forum 

2. “Our LAF feels overburdened; we seem to be sent everything but are unsure of the context and 
don’t have time to read such long documents. We regularly receive emails from the Authority with 
long, complicated documents attached, and have difficulty understanding the context and the 
implications of what is suggested.  Our agendas are littered with items we have not requested 
and we are sometimes not sure of their relevance.” 

·  Ask for clearer info on what is required 
·  Clarification / links to more info 
·  LAF-friendly documents: not specialist 
·  Briefings on specific topics e.g. climate change 
·  Work plan to narrow down to key objectives/timescale 
·  Duplication of effort by officers providing notes on issues about big documents. Summary 

document or section highlighting, maybe on a blog? DEFRA / NE to do nationally instead of 
everyone having to do it locally.  

·  Good officer support and background papers 
·  Secretarial support is critical 
·  Forward work programme 

3. “One or two of our members are stopping our LAF from progressing - A small minority of 
members ‘have an axe to grind’ based on their history with the authority, and are becoming 
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disruptive in meetings.  This is limiting our ability to provide sound, reasonable advice and we feel 
that the Authority does not value us because of it.” 

·  Meet and “get off chest” 
·  Strong chair to get agreement 
·  Last resort – replace the member 
·  Next time try to bring in people who can come to an agreement 
·  Good chairing – good group management 
·  Represent interests not groups 
·  Rigorous selection of members 

4.  “We have lots of ideas but don’t know where to start - There are plenty of areas where we think 
our Local Authority could improve its policies and practices, but we are unsure how to go about 
this and what we can expect them to do.  Also, everything seems to take so long to get moving 
with only 4 meetings a year.” 

·  Strategy meeting to plan 
·  If poor/slow progress have (a) informal interim meetings and or (b) sub groups 
·  Identify/clarify interest 
·  Know which doors to open 
·  What is the big issue 
·  Get right people to engage with and join group 

5. “Our LAF Chair is a well-meaning person, but can be Ineffective or biased - We have had the 
same Chair since we started, and although they have the best of intentions, they allow discussion 
to wander and sometimes give their own views too much.” 

·  Should rotate chair e.g. every 2 years 
·  Preparation meeting with time schedule to help chair 
·  Vice chair could chair if they have a specific issue to discuss 
·  All get chair experience so spread load and more support 
·  How to manage people/meeting 
·  Support to chairperson – from officers / clerk 
·  Refresh chair if needed. Rolling chair. 

6. “Our LAF officer works for committee services, and knows very little about countryside - Our 
officer is very efficient and helpful, but works in a different section from the countryside officers, 
and so they cannot help us form agendas or find things out for us between meetings.  This is very 
frustrating and slows us up considerably.” 

·  Ensure countryside officers attend LAF meetings but don’t have so many that LAF members 
are outnumbered! 

·  Get ‘insider information’ on CC working and meetings and contacts 
·  Independent secretary can be good as it ensures CC and LAF interaction takes place and 

also more info to public/parish and so more attendees.  
·  Use senior members to put pressure on to make changes – esp. if this leads to more 

efficiency  
·  One person as admin + one person as link/ information officer 

 

C  Influencing access users to reduce conflict   Steve Jenkinson    Powerpoint  

In summary: 
·  Whilst legal action may be the only option to challenge the behaviour of “hard core” 

irresponsible access users, it is not a cheap or easy option 
·  Much can be achieved with the majority of access users to reduce conflict, by making it easy 

for them to “do the right thing” rather than just telling them what not to do 
·  Changing the behaviour that leads to conflict takes time and requires an understanding of the 

underlying reasons for the conflict, rather than just reacting to the symptoms 
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·  LAFs can play a pivotal role in reducing conflict, by encouraging access and land managers 
to work together to ensure we all communicate clearly and consistently, and identify 
alternative areas for activities that can cause conflict on sensitive sites – eg dogs off lead, 
motor vehicles, BMX bikes 

 
Reasons why access users do not comply with signage  and other advice designed to reduce 
conflict include: 

·  Ignorance / denial of impact 
·  Inappropriate/inaccessible information 
·  Priority to own interests 
·  Mistrust of signage / messenger 
·  Unclear / conflicting signage 
·  Lack of alternative provision  
·  Lack of control ability / awareness  
·  Lack of mutual empathy / respect 
·  Seeing what others do and say 

 
A behavioural approach to reducing conflict require s you to ask “why  are they doing that?” 
This approach can then identify ways to reduce conf lict that offers:  

·  A more effective use of time and money.   
·  Promotion of positive behaviours whilst reducing negative ones. 
·  More enduring, long-term change. 
·  An alternative to “educating” people. 
·  Probably your only real option if  “enforcement” is not that realistic. 
·  Greater potential to secure political support / community acceptance. 
·  A more pleasant way of working with people: happy visitors – happy land managers. 

 
The Theory of Planned Behaviour: why access users d o what they do: 
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At the heart of reducing conflict through a behavio ural approach, is communicating with 
access users by a combination of methods including signage, leaflets, and personal contact, 
that makes your messages:  

·  Accessible 
·  Engaging 
·  Clear 
·  Consistent 
·  Credible 
·  Explaining 
·  Offer alternatives areas for activities 

 
Conclusion - for effective conflict reduction we ne ed to: 

��� �  Look beyond the symptoms. 

��� �  Identify & recognise what people desire.   

��� �  Recognise that access users seek positive experiences, not conflict. 

��� �  Try something new: test your ideas & proposed changes. 

��� �  Manage for your needs on your access users’ terms. 

��� �  Set your access takers up to succeed:  help them do the right thing!  
 

E  Higher Level Stewardship / permissive access    Darren Braine – Natural England  

 
HLS  
Darren described how permissive access is supported and promoted through the HLS agri-
environment scheme. HLS emerged from a review of the old Countryside Stewardship scheme within 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas and is very different from it.  
Farmers/landowners can get money to pay for managing permissive access routes on their land only 
if they enter it into higher level stewardship agreements, not entry level.  
Different sorts of routes attract different levels of payment. These payments are on top of 
management for biodiversity. There can also be payments available for capital works through special 
projects grants- usually at a rate of 50%.  
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/es/hls/default.aspx 
http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/  
 

Display & talk - Open Access and Access Network Map ping    Diana Curtis - Natural England  

The Regional Access Network Map created  significant interest at the recent conference  as 
delegates  were able to  identify their local areas and assess whether access provision is currently 
ranked as good, moderate or poor and  in  need of improvement. 
 
The maps have been compiled by using units  representing  where approximately 1,500 people live 
based on postcode so  inevitably vary in size according to  whether it is a  rural or urban location.  
For each individual unit a measure of the amount of  available access provision  free of charge at 
entry point and accessible to the public 24 hours a day, seven days a week was calculated.  Data 
used  included  Public Rights of Way, CROW access land,  Country Parks, Cycleways, Doorstep 
Greens, Local Nature Reserves, Millenium Greens, National Trails, Accessible National Nature 
Reserves, Village Greens, Woods for People and Agri-environment access grant schemes, (this list 
could be taken out Nicky!)The units were then ranked and coloured accordingly, those with the 
highest percentage of accessible greenspace were shaded  dark green, through orange, down to 
those units with very poor access provision and shaped  red.  Where there was  insufficient 
information or zero access provision the unit was shaded black.  
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Access Network Map for the Eastern Region 
 

Natural England is now gathering other access data particularly within urban areas  in order to 
enhance the current information. We will then have a robust set of access data which we will be able 
to overlay with other local information  such as indicators of high obesity, or high multiple deprivation 
to identify key areas where access projects need to be encouraged most to benefit and address local 
issues within  communities. Completion of the ANGST reports for  Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Hertfordshire will also assist in targeting our work. 
 
The combination of this  mapped evidence  and the inspiring initiatives discussed throughout the day  
at the conference  have potentially stimulated ideas  for further local access projects amongst 
members and colleagues, should you have ideas you wish to discuss or for  further  advice please 
contact Diana Curtis at Natural England on 03000601143 or email 
diana.curtis@naturalengland.org.uk  
 
7. Evaluation and next steps 
 
1. How helpful was it for you to attend today?  

Very helpful Helpful Unhelpful Very unhelpful 
17 12 0 0 

 
2. How valuable do you think it is to hold regional  events like this for LAF members in the 

future? 
Very valuable Moderately 

valuable 
Slightly  
valuable 

Not valuable 
at all 

28 1 0 0 
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3. Are you a LAF member?   
Yes    No   
19  10   

 
4. The most useful part of today for me was: 

·  Networking with other members / officers x6 
·  Presentation from farmer Guy Smith x4 
·  Presentation from the Chair of EAF x3 
·  Learning from other LAFs x2 
·  Hearing how other LAFs get things done 
·  Hearing all the speakers with good news stories 
·  Workshop discussions x6 
·  Workshop on HLS x6 
·  Workshop on relationship between LAFs and LAs x4 
·  Workshop on influencing users 
·  Workshop on coastal access  
·  Seeing the similarities of issues faced by LAFs 
·  How lucky we are with our LAF / Authority and good relationship between them 
·  Breadth of issues around balancing access and wildlife management  
·  Understanding that Nat Eng has silos 
·  Greater understanding of role of LAFs 
·  Chair’s timekeeping  
·  All of it 
 
The most important thing for LAFs in this region to  do as a result of today is  
·  Keep communicating and sharing good practice and ways to succeed x12 
·  Support each other x2 
·  Work together x3 
·  Communicate more with each other and with other bodies /orgs/individuals x2 
·  Lobby Highways Agency to provide better access over trunk roads x2 
·  Work, in co-operation with various interests, to grasp access opportunities when they arise 
·  Share best practice and especially in national projects such as coastal access route 
·  Plan/prioritise 
·  Communicate to one another, Maybe a regional LAF newsletter to share good practice and issues 

they’ve faced 
·  Face up to their responsibilities for water access (not a LAF member) 
·  Agree how to communicate 
·  Provide an EAF rep 
·  Ensure EAF takes on major issues 
·  Attend the next regional conference and contribute ideas for agenda items for it 
·  Learn from best practice within and beyond the region and priorities this (eg on Highways Agency 

schemes) 
 
 
Nicky Rowbottom 
Feb 2010 
 
 


